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It is a centre designed to promote an in-depth dialogue 
between the City administration and its residents, 
by means of communicating the projects and transformation 
schemes in the city and of illustrating its urban-planning policies 
also through public events.
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Established in 1987 by a leading group of Milan-based companies and banks, 
AIM is a development centre, involved in research and projects designed to support 
Milan’s cultural and socio-economic development through studies, 
publications and public initiatives.
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Many people have depicted Milan like Europe’s Cinderella – on the press, on TV, 
on the web. This image prompted all of us to recall either recent memories – for those 
like myself who experienced this feeling when telling about it to our children – or distant 
ones – for people who preserve this memory amongst their childhood story tales.

However, after countless adventures and turmoil, Cinderella did find and marry her 
charmed prince, whilst Milan always seems to be in pursuit of a dream without ever 
catching it. Thirty years ago, people asked for Milan to be safer, greener, more welcoming 
and attractive, more efficient, better served, better lit and less chaotic. Just like today? 
So, what should we do about it? Let’s not stop dreaming, and let’s gather all our 
energies to make this dream come true.

I strongly believe that Milan today can don its glass slipper and, just like Cinderella, find 
its identity again. Stazione Centrale, Stazione Milano Porta Garibaldi, Porta Nuova, 
the new Headquarters of Zurich Italia, Politecnico Bovisa, the World Join Center, 
Universit� Bocconi, Corti dell’Alzaia, Milanofiori Nord are just some of the large projects 
in our city that will join hundreds of micro- and macro-transformation schemes to promote 
a practical and all-pervasive quality.

New forms of housing, flexibility, comfort, the connection between open and built spaces, 
between moving and living. The Urban Center will serve as an interface with everything 
that is going on in the city. A permanent workshop for the study and communication 
of transformation processes. A cultural, training and meeting opportunity.





Since March 2006, the Milano Porta Garibaldi Railway Station changed its face, and 
became a multi-functional facility that attracts several thousands of citizens, travellers 
and tourists every day. Large glass enclosures, wide and bright spaces, easily accessible 
itineraries mark the new layout, the outcome of the architectural restyling and commercial 
development plan implemented by Centostazioni Spa within an enhancement scheme 
involving railway stations in over one hundred cities in Italy.

This project was worked out in agreement with the City of Milan, as a part of the wider 
redevelopment scheme of the Garibaldi Repubblica area, and it allowed citizens to enjoy 
a more modern, welcoming and rational station. One of the most interesting architectural 
elements in the redevelopment was the creation of a “light pit” within the building: 
a 14x28-metres shaft was carved to bring light to the basement, which allowed for the 
creation of an indoor piazza, covered by a skylight and climate-controlled, providing clear 
and easy access to service facilities and to the over 30 stores in the area, carrying the 
merchandises most frequently requested by users. The different levels are connected 
by means of escalators, stairs and a scenic lift. The full-height opening enhances 
the new layout of traveller services, totalling 10,600 sqm. on the street level – around 
the atrium and tracks – and the basement level – with a retail gallery leading towards 
the subway and the Passante railway underpass.

A new lighting system, comprising about 1,300 newly designed lamps and 80 light LEDs, 
together with the wide glass enclosures, allows for a more brightly lit space that enhances 
architecture and provides for easier and safer itineraries.
Every year, 25 million users travel through the Stazione di Porta Garibaldi.





The Garibaldi Repubblica area is about to change its face completely, after over fifty years 
of abandonment, to become a new urban pole in the centre of the city. One of the 
largest redevelopment plans underway in Europe, over 290,000 square metres that 
acquire a function again to host new offices, houses, retail, a hotel, cultural centres and 
creative workshops, an exhibition area and a large urban park. Porta Nuova allows 
to reconnect the three Garibaldi, Varesine and Isola projects, thus creating a single 
new neighbourhood that grafts onto the urban fabric of existing neighbourhoods. 
This scheme was designed by over 20 architects from eight different countries, 
chosen through invitational architecture competitions.

The reconnection of urban fabric was possible also thanks to the creation of an 
uninterrupted pedestrian walkway that stretches starting from a raised “podium” with 
urban traffic driving under it. From here, access will be provided to the “Giardini 
di Porta Nuova” which will form the central urban park and then onto the neighbourhood 
garden at Isola and the linear garden at Varesine. Bicycles will travel along the first 
‘Raggio Verde’, stretching from San Marco to Parco Nord. A lot of care was used in 
designing lighting and urban furniture, that are key in the quest for urban quality. 
Porta Nuova will be Milan’s most important inter-modal connection, served by three 
subway lines, the Passante, the Porta Garibaldi railway station and several bus and 
tram lines, that will make it one of the areas best served by public transportation.

Between Via Pola and Via Gioia, also in the Porta Nuova area, the large building 
that will be the new headquarters of the Lombardy Region is about to be completed, 
designed by New York’s Studio Pei Cobb Freed & Partners in co-operation with 
Milan’s Studio Caputo and Sistema Duemila.





The renovated Central Station is a symbol of the city’s ongoing change, of the new 
“Milanese Renaissance”. Its refurbishment serves as a driver to redevelop the 
neighbouring areas as well. After three years of work, careful restoration and over 
120 million Euros invested, the city can now admire the total refurbishment of the 
monumental complex of Milano Centrale, where old and new merge into a harmonious whole.

A key factor in this redevelopment is the major conservative restoration work, performed 
in co-operation with Milan’s Superintendent of Architectural Heritage, that allowed to 
restore more than 15,000 sqm of vaults and 6,500 sqm of glass enclosures, and to clean 
the over 50 types of cladding stones in the station.

The architectural project was designed by Architect Marco Tamino for Grandi Stazioni; 
it is based on the reorganisation of the inside layout and on the enhancement of the 
services provided.

The Galleria delle Carrozze was closed to vehicle traffic to become a prestigious atrium 
with direct access to the subway by means of new moving sidewalks and lifts.
The ticketing area was created with a modern design, together with an indoor itinerary 
that creates a new, important and direct link between Piazza Luigi di Savoia and 
Piazza IV Novembre.
Retail shops have been re-organised thus creating more comfortable, safer spaces; 
the lighting system was totally reviewed as well, and so were all traveller communication 
and information systems.
Finally, a hidden jewel: the Padiglione Reale, built in 1925 as a ‘waiting room’ for 
King Vittorio Emanuele III and his family, was restored back to its original splendour.





The new Zurich headquarters opened in April 2009 within the Maciachini business park. 
Imposing and elegant, the new complex, designed by Architect Alessandro Scandurra, 
stands out with its nine floors among the lower buildings of the existing neighbourhood, 
and it catches the eye thanks to its large glass fa�ades and to its square forms resting 
on a slanted tuff platform.

The entrance to the building is especially impressive: from the street level, through a 
public gallery connecting Via Crespi to the park designed to be in the centre of the new 
neighbourhood, you go up to the first floor, where the reception area faces onto a 
suspended piazza. The vast reception hall grants easy access to all main services: 
a large fitness area, an auditorium designed like a cinema theatre, the colourful house 
restaurant and the bar that, next to a wide room, has outdoor lunch areas. Indeed, 
the building’s architecture includes several outdoor spaces: porches, balconies, 
terraces that provide lightness to the facility’s simple volumes.

The complex includes four linear bodies, for a total surface of 36,000 sqm, 20,000 of 
which are reserved to offices; Studio Digit&associati designed their layout based on 
state-of-the-art team-office models, that shape the building’s identity. Work spaces are 
organised in homogeneous groups of workstations, so as to combine privacy and flexibility.
Great care was used in selecting furniture and finishing, in the adoption of high-tech 
solutions and in the choice of soft colours for workstations, versus bright, warm 
colours in the shared service area he choice of soft colours for workstations, versus bright, warm colours in the shared service areas.





The extension of Politecnico di Milano at Bovisa is one of the newest steps in the long 
transformation process of this historic industrial neighbourhood, that started fifteen years 
ago when Politecnico itself first arrived in some abandoned industrial buildings, including 
those of the former Fbm Hudson and of the former Ivi-Ppg. During the 1990s, when the 
Department of Architecture moved to Via Durando, the Industrial Engineering campus 
also formed in the area between Via La Masa and Via Lambruschini.

Fifteen years later, Bovisa is more and more evidently a new centre of science and 
innovation, thanks to the redevelopment schemes built by EuroMilano on the abandoned 
industrial sites of former Broggi-Izar and former Origoni. Since 2007, the new location of 
the Department of Mechanics opened in Via La Masa number 1, in the former Origoni site, 
with the new Mario Negri Institute behind; it is equipped with larger spaces and renewed 
educational and experimental workshops, in buildings with very modern and highly 
characterised lines, suitable to welcome students and researchers.
In Via Lambruschini, next to the Triennale Bovisa and BaseB areas, the old wall that used 
to enclose the former Broggi abandoned site was demolished and, starting in early 2009, 
among well-tendered greenery and new large parking spaces, sober buildings were 
inaugurated to house the new Department of Energy, the Department of Management 
Engineering, MIP, the Politecnico di Milano’s Business School and a new building with 
16 classrooms and 3 large study areas totalling 2,500 seats.

Thus, Bovisa continues its radical transformation: every day, thousands of students 
attend the university, which led to many pizzerias, bars, copy shops to open, as well as 
pubs and coffee shops, many of which now occupy unused industrial buildings. It is an 
ever-evolving process, that makes Bovisa a reference point for culture, leisure time 
and hanging around together.





A new building rises next to Monte Stella, thus marking the entrance to Milan coming in 
from the West: it is the WJC, that stands for World Join Center, a complex comprising 
a convex 19-floor tower, flanked by a 9-floor body and resting on a large elliptical 
covered piazza. The tower’s curved shape follows the piazza’s design and it is the main 
visual element that characterises the entrance in the city. Glass fa�ades make the building 
light and transparent: its top floor will be open to the public and house a restaurant 
affording beautiful city views.

The complex is accessed from a wide staircase leading to the covered piazza where 
retail shops are located: a large public space protected by a cover which is partly 
transparent and partly clad with zinc/titanium plates. The large cover protects the piazza 
and the elliptical platform that stretches over two floors with internal connecting balconies, 
facing towards the Monte Stella.
From the centre of the piazza, you go down towards the modern auditorium; there is a 
200-cars underground parking. A 25,000-sqm garden will surround the building, above 
the new tunnel, currently under construction, that will re-organise traffic bound into the city. 
This green area will be located between two large parks, the historic one at Monte Stella 
and the newer, hilly one at the recent Portello neighbourhood.

The building adopts alternative and environmentally compatible energy technology, 
with state-of-the-art glass fa�ades designed to cut consumption and control the inbound 
sunlight, to obtain energy savings. Also, the two shorter sides of the tower, 
those exposed to sunlight, are equipped with photovoltaic walls.





This building located between Viale Bligny and Via Roentgen was inaugurated in 
October 2008; it has already become a symbol of the changing city and received the 
Building of the Year Award at the World Architecture Festival in Barcelona, Spain. 
The project was designed by Ireland’s Grafton Architects (Yvonne Farrell and Shelley 
McNamara), the winners of the international competition that the Bocconi University 
organised in 2001.

The building accommodates department offices and the new large Bocconi University’s 
Aula Magna; its site was formerly a bus terminal. This scheme stretches over a 
50 x 150-metres site, and it allowed to reconnect the urban fabric between the 
university and its neighbourhood.

The austere, imposing fa�ade has large glass panels that look onto the partly sunken 
Aula Magna, that can sit up to 1,000 people; the extremely tall, light atrium allows 
for impressive sights and its peculiar protruding shape creates the large covered 
piazza which is also visible from Porta Lodovica.

The interplay of large volumes along Via Roentgen creates a charming perspective 
that hides the inside maze of offices reserved to university faculty and staff. These 
volumes look lighter thanks to the large outside glass panels the overlay in vertical 
stripes, thus giving rise to an unusual combination of transparent and open elements.

Materials used enhance the austere look of the building, that has a strong and 
recognisable identity in Milan's urban landscape. B�ton brut, and above all the typical 
ceppo stone from Lombardy characterise both the inside and the outside of the building; 
the stone comes from the area of Lake Iseo and it is used to clad about 25,000 sqm of 
walls and floors. he typical ‘ceppo’ stone from Lombardy characterise both the inside and the outside of the building; the stone comes from the area of Lake Iseo and it is used to clad about 25,000 sqm of walls and floors.





Along the towpath of the Naviglio Pavese canal, opposite Conca Fallata, now restored 
and working, one of the best-known and historic industrial sites is about to start a new life, 
after years or refurbishment and restoration works.

This is the former Binda paper mill, transformed into a kind of timeless borough, still 
strongly characterised by its industrial design with long, tall buildings aligned along the canal, 
large windows and thick brick walls.

The paper mill was established by Ambrogio Binda, born in 1811; after running a 
successful haberdashery business, he started to produce paper, which was then mainly 
imported from Northern Europe. To build his new factory, Binda chose this stretch of land 
opposite the Conca Fallata on the Naviglio Pavese; its 5-metre waterfall provided the power 
used to feed the paper mills. This industrial facility was inaugurated in 1857, was extended 
and upgraded over time and finally closed in 1990.

Now, the new residential complex “Le Corti all’Alzaia” has recently opened; it respects 
and maintains the historic building structure and combines it with state-of-the-art technology. 
Many housing types are available, from studios to loft-height apartments. The project was 
built by the Saico company and designed by Architect Barbara Caretta. The borough, 
which is a short distance from central Milan, will have a 18-hectares public park around 
the new residential complex, and is a part of the urban planning scheme developed 
by EuroMilano.
The Naviglio towpath is designed to be one of the eight Raggi Verdi, i.e. pedestrian 
and cycling lanes that will stretch from the centre of Milan to its periphery and to the 
parks around the city.





As you leave Milan travelling on the motorway to Genoa, you immediately notice the 
new white and green buildings, that are very beautiful also at night when their inside 
lighting enhances their unusual windows design, with different shapes and sizes. 
These are the offices of the brand-new large Milanofiori Nord complex, which is under 
construction in Assago, between the Naviglio Pavese canal and the motorway, along 
the extension of line 2 of Milan’s subway.

The new neighbourhood is not far from the now historic, 1980s Milanofiori business park; 
it is developed by Brioschi Sviluppo Immobiliare based on a master plan of Studio 
(Designed by) Erick van Egeraat of Rotterdam and includes offices, houses, modern 
retail facilities and a large piazza where the new multiplex cinema, the fitness centre 
and the hotel are located.
The buildings’ space layout is designed to create a gradual shift from architecture to the 
surrounding greenery and forest: offices are located along the motorway axis and serve 
as a filter between the road and the more secluded residential area, which aims at 
merging the landscape with the surrounding green areas as much as possible. The 
shopping area is on the South of the site, and it has medium- and large-sized retail stores.
Buildings are connected via walkways that allow to enjoy the pleasant environment 
created by open areas.

The part currently under construction is the first phase in the scheme, about 120,000 sqm 
on a total of 218,000 planned; the buildings’ designers, both Italians and foreigners, 
have planned high-quality architecture, and adopted sustainability criteria in layout, 
technologies and materials.



Itinerary

/ WESTBOUND

Itinerary Itinerary

/ NORTHBOUND

Piazza Castello * Start towards 
Stazione Porta Garibaldi * Viale 
Alemagna * Viale Moli�re * 
Viale Milton * Via Canova * 
Corso Sempione * Piazza Firenze * 
Via Caracciolo * Via Mac Mahon * 
Piazza Castelli * Via Alianti * 
Underpass to Bovisa * 
Via Giampietrino * Via Codigoro * 
walk through the Department of 
Engineering (yellow building) 
up to the Department of Mechanics 
walk to the Department of Energy * 
Start from Via Lambruschini 
to WJC * Via Giampietrino * 
Underpass to Bovisa * 
Piazza Castelli * Via Mac Mahon * 
Viale Monte Ceneri * Via 
Renato Serra * Viale De Gasperi * 
Via Achille Papa * 
WJC – World Join Center 

Piazza Castello * Viale Gadio * 
Via Legnano * Piazza Lega 
Lombarda * Bastioni di Porta 
Volta * Piazzale Baiamonti * Via 
Farini * Via G. Ferrari * Viale Luigi 
Sturzo * Piazza Freud * Stazione 
Porta Garibaldi * Viale Luigi Sturzo * 
Across the Porta Nuova area along 
the new projects’ construction yards 
all the way to Via Melchiorre Gioia 
at the construction site of the new 
Headquarters of the Lombardy 
Region * Via Paoli * Viale Restelli * 
Via Galvani * 
Piazza Duca 
d’Aosta * 
Stazione Centrale * 
Via Galvani * Via Melchiorre 
Gioia * Via Sondrio * Via 
N. Sauro * Viale Stelvio * Via 
Farini * Via Crespi * New 
Headquarters of Zurich Italia





Itinerary

/ SOUTHBOUND
Piazza Castello * Piazzale Cadorna * 
Via Carducci * Via De Amicis * 
Via Molino delle Armi * Corso Italia * 
Via Teuli€ * Via Sarfatti * Universit� 
Bocconi * walk along Via Bocconi 
to Piazza Sraffa, passing in front 
    of the Gardella building then 
on to the public open spaces 
of the new Bocconi headquarters, 
along Via Roentgen * Start from 
Via Sarfatti to the former Binda 
paper mill * Viale Tibaldi * 
Viale Liguria * Via La Spezia * 
Piazza Maggi * Via Schiavoni * 
Alzaia Naviglio Pavese * 
former Binda paper mill, now 
converted in the residential 
complex Le Corti all’Alzaia * 
Start along the Naviglio Pavese 
towpath * arrival in Milanofiori Nord 
* tour of the new buildings in the 
neighbourhood
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