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"Conoscere Milano" presents new perspectives in 
a changing city, now focussing on "New business 
locations", not only in the city centre. Some of 
these areas have a community service function, 
while others accommodate anything from high-
tech research, to publishing, finance or major 
events.
This booklet is mostly devoted to new 
happenings outside the city centre, enclosed 
within the Spanish Walls Circle; besides large-
scale projects such as Bicocca, Bovisa and the 
former OM, smaller developments may have a 
deep impact on their neighbourhoods. Indeed, 
new establishments are often likely to spur the 
regeneration and rehabilitation of peripheral 
areas.
This booklet presents many sites that have been 
redeveloped or redesigned with high-tech, 
environment-friendly solutions.
Four projects are public buildings that provide an 
important service to the city. One of them, the 
Mediateca di Santa Teresa, is a precious 
architecture and hosts an innovative service, i.e. 
the first totally digital, "bookless library" in Italy.
The architects behind the buildings presented 
here are worth mentioning: Renzo Piano, Gino 
Valle, Vico Magistretti, Vittorio Gregotti, Dante 
Benini, Gian Maria Beretta, Aldo Cibic, Empio 
Malara, M2P, Quattroassociati. The sites we 
present here are sometimes yet unknown to the 
Milanese themselves, but they all stand out as 
European-class projects.
This booklet is the first "episode" on new 
business locations, all around the city's historic 
centre. More new itineraries will be added to 
present new significant steps in Milan's renewal.

For Evaluation Only.
Copyright (c) by Foxit Software Company, 2004
Edited by Foxit PDF Editor

Milan City Councillor for Land Development.
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www. conosceremilano.it

City of Milan Urban Centre
Galleria Vittorio Emanuele 11/12 - Milano
tel 02 88 45 65 55  - 88 45 63 70  fax 02 88 45 24 01
email: urbancenter@comune.milano.it
www.comune.milano.it/urban_center 
orari per il pubblico: ore 9.00 -18.00 lunedì-venerdì

AIM - Associazione Interessi Metropolitani
Corso Magenta 59 - Milano
tel 02 48 01 20 60 - 48 01 31 21 fax 02 48 19 46 49
email: aimstaff@aim.milano.it
www.aim.milano.it

Copyright: Urban Center - AIM, Milano, 2004
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Conoscere Milano - Knowing Milan:
New business locations

The itineraries presented in "Conoscere Milano - 
Knowing Milan" suggest some ways to discover 
what is changing in Milan, or what is more 
difficult to get close to in the city. The booklets 
presented so far have explored former industrial 
areas being transformed into residential or service 
neighbourhoods, new parks all around the city, 
the new Passante Ferroviario underground 
railway connection, the ten city Universities; 
here, "Conoscere Milano - Knowing Milan" 
provides insights and information on some recent 
buildings or compounds used for business, nearly 
all created from the redevelopment of existing 
industrial facilities. Half the sites presented here 
are public service facilities. This booklet is " New 
business locations No.1"; more will follow, 
exploring other sites.

AIM - Associazione Interessi Metropolitani
Project and general co-ordination of itineraries, 
publications, public relations.

Operating and co-ordination team
Luisa Toeschi, Carlo Berizzi, Gianfranco Scurati - AIM
Anna Giorgi, Claudia Galassi - Urban Center

Research and copy
Elisa Pozzoli, Massimo Tiano

Graphic design
Roberto Redaelli

Layout and print
Tipografia Milanese srl
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1 Mediateca di Santa Teresa - via della Moscova 28 - 20121 Milano
2 ATM Deposito Famagosta M2 - via San Paolino 7 - 20142 Milano
3 AEM Centrale di Cogenerazione Famagosta

via Boffalora - 20142 Milano
4 L'Oréal - via Primaticcio 155 - 20147 Milano
5 AMSA Termovalorizzatore Silla 2 - via Silla 251 - 20153 Milano
6 Il Sole 24 ORE - via Monte Rosa 91 - 20149 Milano
7 Techint - via Monte Rosa 93 - 20149 Milano
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Un primo itinerario
alla scoperta di edifici
nuovi e “trasformati”
pubblici e privati

8 J. Walter Thompson - via Lomazzo 19 - 20154 Milano
9 Bodio Center -  viale Bodio 29/39 - 20158 Milano

10 Torno Internazionale Spa - via Valtellina 17 - 20159 Milano
11 Pirelli RE Headquarter - viale Sarca 222 - 20126 Milano
12 Deutsche Bank - piazza del Calendario 1 - 20126 Milano
13 Editrice Abitare Segesta - via G. Ventura 5 - 20134 Milano
14 East End Studios - via Mecenate 84/10 - 20138 Milano
15 IFOM Centro Ricerche - via Adamello 16 - 20139 Milano

For Evaluation Only.
Copyright (c) by Foxit Software Company, 2004
Edited by Foxit PDF Editor



Indice

pag 6-7
Mediateca di SantaTeresa

pag 8-9
ATM Deposito 
Famagosta M2

pag 10-11
AEM Centrale di
Cogenerazione Famagosta

pag 12-13
L’Oréal

pag 14-15
AMSA Termovalorizzatore
Silla 2

pag 16-17
Il Sole 24 ORE

pag 18-19
Techint

pag 20-21
J.Walter Thompson

For Evaluation Only.
Copyright (c) by Foxit Software Company, 2004
Edited by Foxit PDF Editor

pag 34-35
IFOM Centro Ricerche 

pag 32-33
East End Studios

pag 30-31
Editrice Abitare Segesta

pag 28-29
Deutsche Bank

pag 26-27
Pirelli RE Headquarter

pag 24-25
Torno Internazionale Spa

pag 22-23
Bodio Center

For Evaluation Only.
Copyright (c) by Foxit Software Company, 2004
Edited by Foxit PDF Editor

For Evaluation Only.
Copyright (c) by Foxit Software Company, 2004
Edited by Foxit PDF Editor



7

Via della Moscova 28 - 20121 Milano - Tel. 02 87 39 781 
info@mediabrera.it - www.mediabrera.it
Progetto architettonico: M2P Associati -  Arch. Matteo Tartufoli
Progetto informatico: CILEA
Superficie totale: mq 3000
n° postazioni informatiche: 120 - 118 banche dati, 400 cd-rom
di argomento letterario, artistico e sociale, 1000 film in archivio
una sala conferenze da 110 posti
Ingresso e utilizzo dei servizi: gratuito

MEDIATECA DI SANTA TERESA
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The Braidense library management involved 
AIM with the task of promoting and co-
ordinating the transformation project, with the 
support of Banca Popolare di Milano. The 
Mediateca opened on June 13th, 2003. The 
architecture was kept and preserved in 
restoration. Today, three floors accommodate 
120 computer workstations, all connected via a 
high-speed LAN to a local server specialising 
in the search and distribution of images. 
General search services are available, as well as 
access to the archives of RAI TV and Piccolo 
Teatro. The basement hosts a classroom, a 110-
seats conference room and a video-conference 
room. Outside, a lightweight glass and steel 
cube houses the bookshop and cafeteria. It is 
completed by a small but lovely outdoor 
courtyard. 
The Mediateca is a European-class facility, that 
aims to serve as a consultation and updating 
centre for those who need access to net-based 
knowledge and electronic publishing.
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The Mediateca 
di Santa Teresa 
is the first large 
"bookless 
library" in Italy. 
It opened in 
2003 in a 
former baroque 
church. The 
transformation 
project was 
managed by 
AIM.

The church of 
Santa Teresa 
before 
refurbishment.
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The 18th-century baroque Santa 
Teresa church in Via Moscova, in 
the centre of Milan, is now home 
to a large "bookless library": it 

hosts the digital archives of the Biblioteca Nazionale 
Braidense. The church was built in the early 18th 
century on the ruins of an ancient monastery; 
however, by the end of the century its space was 
occupied by the Manifattura Tabacchi facilities, and 
tobacco was processed there until World War 2, 
when the site was severely bombed and only the 
church was left standing. It was classified as a 
heritage building in 1959 and acquired by the City of 
Milan in 1974. In 1996, the Mediateca project 
started, as a public-private joint venture. It was 
created at the same time when AIM launched a 
programme on the development of new technologies 
and the internet, called "MxM - Milano per la 
Multimedialità". 
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One of the rooms equipped with multi-media 
workstations in the church's basement.
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Inside the train maintenance area.
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The ATM Famagosta Deposit is used for 
subway trains of Milan's Subway Line 2. 
Vico Magistretti's project was a finalist at
the Gold Medal of Italian Architecture at 
the Triennale di Milano in 2003.
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South of Milan along the motorway from 
Genova, a curious building catches the
eye with tall, large triangular windows
in aluminium and glass.
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It is the Famagosta Deposit for Line 2 of Milan's 
Subway, designed by Vico Magistretti. This 
work was a finalist at the Gold Medal of Italian 
Architecture at the Triennale di Milano in 
2003.
The deposit started its operations in 2001. The 
building's design clearly states is function as a 
service to the city; its main features are the large 
white sheds; seen from the side, these very 
peculiar skylights look like sails in a harbour.
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Localizzazione: Via San Paolino 7 - 20142 Milano
Progetto architettonico: Arch. Vico Magistretti
Inaugurazione: giugno 2001
Superficie totale: mq 130.000
Superficie coperta: mq 28.000
N° binari: 18
N° vetture ospitate: 84
FunzionI: rimessa e manutenzione treni Linea M2

ATM DEPOSITO FAMAGOSTA M2
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Right: these 
large portals 
let trains in 
by night: 84 
trains sit on 
18 rail tracks.
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Brick is used on the façades, to offset the large 
brick residential neighbourhood of Quartiere 
Sant'Ambrogio on the opposite side of the 
motorway.
Large portals let the trains in and out. Those few, 
simple architectural elements and their layout 
create a surprising effect in the urban landscape, 
especially when seen from a vehicle driving on 
the motorway.
The deposit is used both to house and to maintain 
subway trains. The deposit itself and the 
maintenance area are separated by a firewall.
The deposit is also equipped with an independent 
heating system fed by hot water from the adjacent 
AEM district heating facility.
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In the future, the power from this installation will 
provide district heating for about 10,000 inhabitants.
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The Famagosta Combined Fuel 
plant is located in the South of 
Milan, in an area adjacent to the 
former Binda paper mill. 

This part of the city was heavily industrialised in 
the past. Three clusters of chimneys characterise 
the facility and serve as its exhausts.
This plant opened in October 2002; it replaced a 
temporary facility created in 1997 in the former 
paper mill.
The plant produces electrical and thermal energy 
and is part of a programme for the development 
of combined-fuel stations in association with 
district heating networks, to provide heating for 
housing, offices and industrial sites.
The station is fuelled with natural gas, in order to 
reduce the SO2 and particulate emissions.
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AEM SPA CENTRALE DI COGENERAZIONE

Localizzazione: Via Boffalora (zona Sud Milano)
Progetto: AEM Spa
Potenza elettrica complessiva: 20 MWe
Potenza termica complessiva: 80 MWt
6 motori a “ciclo Otto”: potenza unitaria 3,2 MWe
Gruppi di cogenerazione: Wartsila
4 caldaie a olio diatermico: potenza unitaria 15 MWt
Abitanti serviti dal teleriscaldamento: circa 40.000
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Not far from the Naviglio Pavese canal, the 
new AEM Combined Fuel plant is 
recognisable thanks to its chimneys.
The plant uses 6 combined fuel boilers to 
produce both electrical and thermal energy.
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It produces about 80,000 MWh per year, that are 
distributed via the medium-voltage city network.
The thermal energy produced is used in the 
Gratosoglio/Missaglia, Chiesa Rossa and 
Sant'Ambrogio neighbourhoods, and is 
distributed directly to residential housing 
substations. In total, it serves to heat over 100 
buildings, i.e. about 40,000 residents. The plant 
also provides district heating for the adjacent 
Line 2 Subway Deposit.
Heat is distributed by means of water heated by 
the cooling system and fumes of the combination 
fuel plant, and by heat exchangers. In the 
summer, only electrical energy is produced.
The plant's control room allows for management 
of all operational and emission data.
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Localizzazione: via Primaticcio 155/157 - 20147 Milano
Progetto: Studio Beretta, Ariatta, Redesco
Superficie totale del palazzo: 30.000 mq
Postazioni di lavoro: 490 (disponibili circa 600)
Sala Conferenze: 230 posti
Ristorante aziendale: 240 posti 
Giardino interno: circa 3.000 mq con 3 magnolie,
2 da 9 metri e una da 12 metri
Parcheggi: 330 posti auto su 3 piani

L’ORÉAL
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The new L'Oréal building in Via 
Primaticcio, designed by Studio 
Beretta, opened in August 2003. 
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Since August 2003, the Milan 
headquarter of the world's cosmetics 
leader, L'Oréal, has been relocated 
in the new building in Via 
Primaticcio, in the West of Milan,

on the same area where another cosmetics 
multinational, Hélène Curtis, used to be.
The area was abandoned and totally empty for 
about ten years, which created a problem for the 
whole neighbourhood. Starting in November 
2001 and in just 21 months, part of the original 
1960s building was demolished and the rest 
refurbished; three underground floors were dug to 
accommodate warehouses and parking space. 
Studio Beretta designed the redevelopment, and 
the owner of the site today is West Invest Fund. 
This major project helped redevelop the whole 
surrounding neighbourhood, also thanks to the 
presence of as many as 500 company employees.
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It is a redevelopment of 
the former Hélène Curtis 
headquarters (right).
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The resulting building is very harmonious and 
graceful, as it befits a beauty house, and is 
embellished by magnolia trees in its courtyards.
A wide staircase leads to a spacious entrance, that 
opens on a luminous inner courtyard through a 
glass wall. Offices are located on the upper floors 
and are connected by white suspended ramps.
The inner garden is also very beautiful: is lays on 
two levels and is scattered with small lanes and 
park benches.
The basement houses common spaces, such as 
meeting rooms, offices provided with 
simultaneous translation equipment, a guests' 
restaurant and a bar.
Much attention was devoted to lighting, 
especially beautiful at night thanks to light beams 
on the façade.
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The picturesque garden with small lanes and park benches;
it lies on two levels connected by a central staircase.
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A detail of the large facility that uses waste 
as a fuel to produce electrical energy.
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Milan's Silla 2 urban waste thermal 
incineration plant is located in the 
north-east part of the city. Its 
architecture is surprisingly beautiful, 
and it was awarded the Gold Metal 
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for Italian Architecture for privately 
commissioned projects at the Triennale di Milano 
in 2003; at the same time, it performs a very 
important function. Studio Quattroassociati 
designed the architecture and Jorrit Tornquist 
designed its colour scheme. Great care was given 
to the landscaping of such a large complex, 
considering its proximity to farmland, industrial 
landscape and urban parks, in recognition of the 
fact that these themes will underpin the quality of 
development in tomorrow's urban life.The 
visitors' walk starts at a large, clear water tank in 
all hues of blue.
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The AMSA Silla 2 urban waste incineration 
plant is a very useful urban service. It was 
awarded the Gold Metal for Italian Architecture 
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Localizzazione: via Silla 251 - 20153 Milano - www.amsa.it
Progetto architettonico: Studio Quattroassociati - C. Annoni
S. Parodi, M. Reginaldi, D. Saviola  
Progetto cromatico: Jorrit Tornquist
Numero di linee: n. 3
Carico rifiuti totale: t/h 60,42 (ton. 1.400 al giorno, a piena
potenzialità)
Potenza termica totale: MW 184,6
Produzione vapore totale: t/h 225
Pressione vapore: bar 52 - Temperatura vapore: °C 440

AMSA TERMOVALORIZZATORE SILLA 2
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As you go on, colour accompanies all paths, 
safety features, walls, piping, the buildings and 
the chimney - that is a 120-m light blue landmark 
clearly visible in this part of the city.
The AMSA incineration plant is a primary need 
for Milan. Its main function is that of optimising 
the energy obtained from waste incineration; it 
generates both electrical energy and heat for 
district heating, thus converting urban waste into 
a renewable energy source. The plant receives 
900 tonnes of waste each day, and it produces 
enough heat for about 15,000 households. Hot 
water is conveyed to houses in the Gallaratese 
neighbourhood and, in the future, to the new 
Exhibition Ground in Rho-Pero. The electrical 
energy produced here serves about 80,000 
households. Each kilogram of waste incinerated 
produces 0.5 KWh of energy.
Extremely reliable and innovative technology 
was adopted to minimise environmental impact. 
Special care was given to control systems that 
aim to maintain this low impact over time.
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The large and light atrium facing the inner 
green hill, built in the old factory courtyard.

For Evaluation Only.
Copyright (c) by Foxit Software Company, 2004
Edited by Foxit PDF Editor

The Renzo Piano Building Workshop designed the 
new headquarters of Il Sole 24 Ore Group, with 
glass façades on top of the existing former Italtel 
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In Via Monte Rosa, in the West 
part of the city, the new 
fascinating building designed by 
Renzo Piano is the headquarter of 
the publishing group Il Sole 24 

Ore, which specialises in economy and finance 
and provides all-round communication through a 
daily newspaper, the Radiocor wire agency, 
Radio 24, ventiquattrore.tv, the 
www.ilsole24ore.com website, on- and off-line 
financial products, professional publishing with 
books, magazines, data banks, management 
software packages, conferences, master courses 
and training programmes.
It is the first time that all the activities of the 
group are gathered in a single location.
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Localizzazione: via Monte Rosa 91 - 20149 Milano
Progetto: Renzo Piano Building Workshop
Ingegneria: Ove Arup ltd
Cronologia: ottobre 1998 inizio progettazione

dicembre 2000 inizio lavori
maggio 2004 inizio trasferimenti

Superficie per uffici: 28.000 mq circa
Servizi interni: parcheggi, auditorium, ristorante

IL SOLE 24 ORE
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factory (right) and the 
suspended roof, as light 
as a flying carpet.
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The building was formerly an Italtel factory; it 
was heavily redeveloped to allow for the creation 
of a hilly garden and to provide access to sunlight 
in the three main blocks.
It is a very transparent and light artefact, also 
thanks to glass façades on top of the existing 
structure. From inside, it is possible to see the 
green hill now located in what used to be the 
factory's inner courtyard, that now houses 
underground parking and restaurants. The 
building has green sunshades automatically 
operated by sensors on the rooftop, that control 
temperature, humidity and sunlight. The inner 
courtyard is surrounded by 20 outdoor panoramic 
lifts. A suspended roofing covers the structure, 
like a giant "urban sunshade". It is a large and 
lively compound both by day and by night, where 
the main design theme is the balance between 
technology and the natural environment.

For Evaluation Only.
Copyright (c) by Foxit Software Company, 2004
Edited by Foxit PDF Editor



Te
ch

int

Localizzazione: via Monte Rosa 93 - 20149 Milano
Tempi di progettazione e realizzazione: 1997/98
(18 mesi di lavoro tra progettazione e realizzazione)
Progetto architettonico: Architetti James Gowan,
Ilaria Dell'Acqua, Franco Raggi, Renato Restelli
Luci: Fontana Arte, Luceplan, Luxo, Tecnolyte
Arredi: Unifor, Lualdi
Serramenti: Edilfai, Lualdi porte
Superficie: 16.000 mq di area coperta (Slp) che diventano
24.000 mq con i parcheggi
Parcheggi: 2 piani di parcheggi sotterranei per 120 posti auto
Numero di persone che vi lavorano: 600 persone

TECHINT
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The new large headquarters of Techint 
includes three buildings in Piazzale Lotto. 
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The new headquarters of Techint 
are in Piazzale Lotto, in the West of 
Milan. Techint is an international 
group active in all project steps of large 
infrastructures, pipelines, hospitals, 

chemical and petrochemical plants, steel mills, 
electrical stations and transmission facilities.
The area was occupied by the historic car 
manufacturer Isotta Fraschini in the early 20th 
century, and by SIT Siemens in the post-war 
period. The new Renzo Piano building for Il Sole 
24 Ore is located in the same city block.
The Techint complex comprises three multi-floor 
buildings that enclose a large triangular 
courtyard. The oldest one, the former car factory, 
has a high structural quality, hence it was restored 
and preserved. 
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The architectural 
design highlighted 
existing structures 
and spaces. In this 
picture, the 
management office 
floor, with new 
volume layout and 
installations visible 
under the metal 
roofing.
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The project is a redevelopment of the former Isotta Fraschini 
factory, which became SIT Siemens after the war (inset).
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A second more recent building was simply 
updated, whilst the third, a 1950s canteen, was 
completely redesigned. The inner courtyard 
houses underground parking space and a green 
area. The original architecture of the site was 
restored, and all later add-ons cancelled.
All the buildings are extremely large, which had 
an impact on the redesign of indoor spaces. 
Today, the offices are neither open space nor 
individually enclosed rooms; they are designed to 
be extremely flexible and easy to change, thanks 
to a modular partitioning system. 
Large window areas prompted the designers to 
introduce sunlight control, that uses a double 
curtain electrically operated system and soft 
indirect lighting ideally suited for the use of 
computer screens.
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Localizzazione: via Lomazzo 19 - 20154 Milano
Data di inaugurazione della struttura rinnovata: 1998
Progettazione architettonica e interni: Studio Malara Associati
Il progetto nel 1999 ha ricevuto il premio Domus-In/Arch come
una delle migliori opere di architettura realizzate in Lombardia
Progettazione degli arredi: Studio Frank Göring & Straja
Numero di persone che lavorano nell'edificio: circa 200
Superficie di tutto il complesso: 27.000 mq
Funzioni presenti nel complesso: uffici, commercio al
dettaglio, residenza anche convenzionata
Parcheggi: il progetto ha previsto anche la realizzazione di
un parcheggio di 6 piani interrati di 240 posti auto, ad uso
pubblico

J. WALTER THOMPSON
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J. Walter Thompson is one of the 
largest international advertising and 
communication agencies. Its Milan 
offices are located in a former mill in 
Via Lomazzo, one of the first 

ex-production sites in the city to be redeveloped 
for use by a service company.  The Gaetano 
Mosca & C. mill was built in 1886 in what then 
was the countryside adjacent to the city. It was 
technologically very advanced, being the first in 
Milan powered by steam engines, and later by 
electricity. The Molino Mosca was a major spur 
for the development of the whole Porta Tenaglia 
neighbourhood, and in 1890 new streets leading 
to it were built. Its activity closed in 1970.
In the early1980s, a Redevelopment Plan was 
first proposed, which was then discussed for 
about 15 years. 
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Entrance to the 
agency in the 
courtyard of a 
former mill, 
operative until 
the 1970s, 
redesigned by 
Studio Malara 
Associati.

Below: the mill 
before its 
redevelopment.
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In 1996, works started based on the Malara 
Associati project; of the current 27,000 sqm, 60% 
is the old mill, the remaining 40% being new 
buildings. The historic features of existing 
buildings were carefully kept, and similar 
materials and elements were adopted for the new 
building facing the Via Bertini; the old mill is 
still visible from a small square. Today, the 
complex houses the offices of J. Walter 
Thompson, that is active in Italy since 1951. The 
fascinating old architecture is nicely matched by 
very modern elements, such as colourful noise-
reduction panels, glass and steel structures. The 
complex also hosts other offices and retail shops, 
plus some housing units.
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The former warehouse of the mill is now a lighted 
open space with very lively design elements.
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Localizzazione: viale Bodio 29/39 - 20158 Milano
Prima Fase: luglio 2001 - fine 2002
Seconda Fase: inizio 2003 - primavera 2004
Progettazione architettonica: Aukett+Garretti, KConsult,
Ariatta, BMS
Sicurezza: Studio Borgazzi
Numero dipendenti: oltre 4.000 persone a pieno regime
Superficie totale: 67.000 mq
Funzioni presenti nel complesso: uffici e relativi servizi
Parcheggi: oltre 700 posti auto in un unico piano interrato

BODIO CENTER
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The large Bodio 
Center business 
park lies on the 
former Alcatel 
site. Developed 
in three years, it 
has five buildings, 
with two inner 
squares and a 
large underground 
parking lot.
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Below: an aerial 
view of the 
Alcatel 
production 
plants.
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located: they were totally emptied out and 
equipped with high-tech, extremely flexible 
facilities. The original buildings were preserved 
and embellished with outer glass and steel 
structures. The catering facilities are located in a 
new building, called The Sail because of the 
white canopy in front of it, opening to the Piazza.
Phase Two was the completion of the project, 
with three new buildings: two will house more 
offices, whilst the "Stilo" will provide catering 
and various services. Here too, the large indoor 
spaces are laid out in order to be as flexible as 
possible. The outdoor spaces between the 
buildings are pedestrian lanes, courtyards and 
gardens. At full capacity, the Bodio Center will 
accommodate over 4,000 employees.
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Bodio Center is the new large business 

neighbourhood affected by the ongoing 
transformation of the nearby Bovisa area

and the new connection to the rest of the city via 
the Passante Ferroviario underground railway. 
The area used to be occupied by Alcatel's 
production plants. It was bought by Doughty 
Hanson & Co. Real Estate in 2000 and developed 
under the management of Europa Risorse. In just 
three years, it was transformed into a large office 
complex that now houses several companies of 
the Unicredit Group and the insurance broker 
Marsh. In September 2003, the Bodio Center was 
sold to German fund Degi.The whole area was 
completed in spring 2004, and was redeveloped 
in two stages. Phase One was the rehabilitation of 
the three buildings where the Alcatel offices were 
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park along Viale Bodio - a 
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Bodio 4, one of the newest of the five buildings. 
At full capacity, they will accommodate 4,000 employees.
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The inside is very light and elegant.
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The high-quality building of Torno 
Internazionale Spa - an Italian 
company active in the property 
construction field - is located in a 
part of the city with a heavy 
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industrial heritage, that is undergoing a deep 
transformation. The complex comprises two 
buildings designed by Studio Dante O. Bernini & 
Partners Architects; one was finished in 2001 and 
the other is about to be completed. The first 
building is a redevelopment of a 1960s structure, 
where an interesting glass façade was added; it is 
an interactive façade that allows for energy 
saving. Being equipped with temperature, 
humidity and wind speed sensors, it commands 
the climate control system automatically. It is a 
six-floor "second skin", 60 cm off the original 
façade; the hollow space in between is equipped
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Localizzazione: Via Valtellina 17 - 20159 Milano
Progetto: Dante O. Benini & Partners Architects
Progetto facciata interattiva: Arup Facade Engineering
Superficie vetrata: 614 mq
Pannelli vetro monolitico: dimensioni 1.540 x 3.520 mm,
spessore 15 mm
Superficie scudo 1: 240 mq
Superficie scudo 2: 176 mq

TORNO INTERNAZIONALE SPA
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The interesting glass 
façade of the new 
Torno headquarters 
designed by Studio 
Bernini, a 
redevelopment of a 
1960s building 
(below). 
The interactive 
ventilated façade 
allows for energy 
conservation.
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with curtains , and each floor has a maintenance 
walkway.The inside is also light and elegant. It 
has open common spaces for greater interaction 
between people. The central space has an 
interesting triangular stairway, lit by a skylight.
The other hallmark of the site lies in its technical 
facilities. They are located on the roof and along 
one wall, and covered by two large metal shields. 
They both hide and highlight installations such as 
piping, air conditioning, and walkways.
A second building is currently under 
construction, also designed for energy saving; 
however, its shaped is curved and tapering, and 
engineering installations are more prominent than 
the architecture itself.
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The auditorium at the foot of the cooling tower.
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The cooling tower of the former Pirelli factory 
is a symbol of the site's industrial heritage; it is 
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Pirelli RE is the property management 
company of the Pirelli Group; its new 
headquarter is the heart of the large 
redevelopment project of the former 
industrial area of Bicocca, in the 

north-east part of Milan. The 700,000-sqm site 
was occupied by Pirelli's production plants and 
its redevelopment started in 1985, when Studio 
Gregotti Associati won the project contest.
Pirelli kept the northernmost part of the site for 
its own companies, including the historic Bicocca 
degli Arcimboldi building, the new Tyre R&D 
Centre and the Pirelli Labs.
The building accommodates 760 people; its 
physical and design pivot is the tall factory 
cooling tower, that has been included in the new 
building to mark the shift of Pirelli from the 
manufacturing to the service industry.
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Localizzazione: viale Sarca 222 - 20126 Milano
Data di inaugurazione: 3 maggio 2004 
Progettazione architettonica: Studio Gregotti Associati
Superficie Slp: 14.080 mq
Piani fuori terra: basamento 2, edificio 11
Piani interrati: basamento 1, edificio 1
Funzioni presenti nell'edificio: quartier generale di Pirelli RE
Numero di persone che lavorano nell'edificio: 760
Parcheggi: (6.755 mq) 260 posti auto
Eliporto in copertura

PIRELLI RE HEADQUARTER
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now enveloped in the spectacular headquarter of 
Pirelli RE, designed by Studio Gregotti Associati.
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The cooling tower is an impressive 40-m tall, 30-
m wide artefact, around which Vittorio Gregotti 
designed the new construction. It is a 50-m cube, 
its basement houses parking lots and the entrance 
area. Three sides are used for the company's 
offices. The fourth side, looking on to the ancient 
Bicocca degli Arcimboldi, is totally glass-
covered and wraps around the cooling tower.
On the ground floor, the tower hosts a 360-seats 
conference room, whilst the Pirelli RE round-
shaped Board Room is located on its top floor. 
The central hall has a glass ceiling, and a 
helicopter pad is to be found on the roof. The 
large transparent façade on Viale Sarca allows for 
a view of the cooling tower from the outside, 
which has been refurbished and painted white.
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Another view of the Deutsche Bank complex, 
comprising three units around a central open space.
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The new headquarter of Deutsche 
Bank Italy is located in the Bicocca 
neighbourhood, which has been 
redeveloped on the former industrial 
site of Pirelli.

Architect Gino Valle designed the building. It is a 
single complex including three physically 
attached but functionally independent units. It has 
seven above-ground floors and two underground 
levels. The plan of the complex is reminiscent of 
the farmhouses of Lombardy, open on the North 
side towards the cherry hill. The building has an 
irregular shape to maximise available surface and 
to highlight its connection to the hill. It is a sober 
and imposing building, with straight walls and a 
rigorous layout of windows; details and colours 
were also carefully studied, as well as the 
materials used.
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DEUTSCHE BANK

Localizzazione: piazza del Calendario 1 - 20126 Milano
Data di inaugurazione: 2004
Progettazione architettonica: Arch. Gino Valle
Superficie Slp: 34.600
Funzioni presenti nell’edificio: uffici Deutsche Bank
Numero posti di lavoro nell’edificio: sino a 1700
Parcheggi: 400 posti auto
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In the Bicocca 
neighbourhood, 
the impressive 
building housing 
the new Deutsche 
Bank 
headquarters,
designed by Gino
Valle.
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Below: a building 
of the old Pirelli 
production facility.
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The inside spaces are designed to host many 
Deutsche Bank offices and functions, including 
the bank's headquarters, and provide for utmost 
flexibility. Environmental comfort is achieved 
through the lighting and finishing; the overall 
image is a welcoming and relaxing one, also 
thanks to daylight that can reach all the inside 
offices. The irregular floor plan and the layout of 
windows allow passers-by to see the outside of 
the building under ever-changing angles.
Furnishing, by Studio Italo Rota, is essential and 
highly flexible; it is totally in line with the overall 
design philosophy. Workstations are easy to 
reconfigure, thanks to a very limited range of 
ergonomic modular components, both for open 
space solutions and for individual offices.
The building is equipped with a very 
sophisticated climate control system, an 
adjustable lighting system that varies with 
daylight, and outside curtains. Much attention 
was also given to the study of acoustics, safety 
systems and handicapped access.
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Localizzazione: via Giovanni Ventura 5 - 20134 Milano
Data di inaugurazione della struttura rinnovata: ottobre 2003
Progetto artistico: Studio Cibic & Partners
Progetto urbanistico: Mariano Pichler
Numero di persone che lavorano nel centro: circa 60  
St dell'area: mq.19.000 circa (sede Abitare più edifici limitrofi)
Slp della sede Abitare: circa mq. 2560
Funzioni presenti nel complesso: uffici e redazioni della casa
editrice Abitare Segesta
Parcheggi: di proprietà Abitare: 14, totali: 42

EDITRICE ABITARE SEGESTA

31

For Evaluation Only.
Copyright (c) by Foxit Software Company, 2004
Edited by Foxit PDF Editor

A strong sign in 
the new life of 
the Lambrate 
neighbourhood 
is the new 
headquarter of 
the Abitare 
Segesta 
publishing house, 
in the former 
Faema factory 
redesigned by 
Studio Cibic.
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Below: the old 
Faema plant 
before its restyling.
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The Scuola Politecnica di Design already opened 
in the same area. The Abitare building has three 
parallel naves, marked by rows of pillars. The 
inside was redesigned by Studio Cibic & Partners, 
with the aim of highlighting the spaces through the 
use of light and colours. The result is a fascinating 
building, worth of an architecture handbook: the 
original structures were kept and the working 
spaces redesigned with a very contemporary feeling.
The heart of the project is its inner courtyard, a very 
delicate and formally pure space. Plants in oversize 
red vases add colour to this space, together with a 
pomegranate tree planted in the ground. The complex 
houses the editorial offices of the magazines Abitare, 
Case da Abitare, Costruire and Costruire Impianti, 
plus the management offices, in total about 60 people.
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The new headquarter of the Abitare 
Segesta publishing house is located 
in the former Faema factory in the 
Lambrate neighbourhood, designed 
by Bagatti Valsecchi in the 1920s. 

The area, in the East of the city, used to host 
industrial and crafts workshops, and is 
currently being actively redeveloped, with

 new projects such as the Abitare building 
and the nearby new Rubattino neighbourhood.
The publishing house decided to move its 
offices when the Mutti & Architetti Studio 
designed the refurbishment of the Lambrate 
site. The project was completed by an urban 
redesign work by Mariano Pichler, based on 
which the redeveloped area was to host a 
small, lively art city, including workshops, 
professional offices and art galleries.
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The wide, colourful inner courtyard is enclosed by the former 
industrial buildings; editorial offices open onto it at the ground 
floor, whilst the offices are located on the first floor.
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Localizzazione: via Mecenate 84/10 - 20138 Milano
Progettazione architettonica: Dario Milana e
Mark Nester Piotrowski
Numero di manifestazioni annue: oltre 100
Numero di presenze annue: oltre 100.000
Slp di tutto il complesso: 22.000 mq ( di cui 16.000 coperti)
Funzioni presenti nel complesso: spazi per eventi diversi
Parcheggi: 250

EAST END STUDIOS
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Right: a convention 
held in the former 
Caproni complex.
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high-tech facilities to the preserved original 
structures. The outcome is a significant mix 
of brick walls, iron beams and wide windows.
The same design criteria were later adopted 
for the other spaces: Studios 76/1 and 76/2, 
Studio 90, Studio 2000 and the Spazio del 
Progetto 84 - the latter being the newest and 
smallest one. It is managed in association with 
ADI, the Industrial Design Association of Italy, 
and specialises in design-related events. 
Everywhere in the East End Studios, the key 
feature is a well-balanced coexistence of 
industrial archaeology and modern add-ons.
East End Studios host over 100 events every 
year, with over 100,000 visitors. The former 
factories all around the site are increasingly 
becoming home to new organisations in the 
field of creativity and communication, bringing 
new life and business to the neighbourhood and 
the city.
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Spazio Antologico 84 was the first to open in 
the large former Caproni factory in the late 
1980s. Today, the various locations of East 
End Studios cover 22,000 sqm. 
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In the same site where aeroplanes were 
manufactured, Milan now has a multi-
functional facility to host conferences, 
exhibitions, fashion shows and concerts. 

The former Caproni factory site in Via 
Mecenate has been redeveloped to create the 
largest private event centre in Italy, called 
East End Studios. In the early 20th century, 
Caproni moved its plane production plants 
next to the first airfield in Milan, and operated 
them until after World War II. The site occupies 
a large area, where East End Studios cover 
22,000 sqm. There are five different and 
separate locations, complementary to each other. 
The venue lends itself to many different events 
and provides flexible, easy to reconfigure spaces. 
The Caproni area was redeveloped in steps 
starting in the 1980s. The first to open was Spazio 
Antologico 84: Dario Milana and Marek Nester 
Piotrowski designed its refurbishment, adding 
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The Studios offer spaces suitable to host any type 
of event, such as fashion shows, conventions, 
exhibitions and cultural events.
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IFOM CENTRO RICERCHE

Localizzazione: via Adamello 16 - 20139 Milano
Data di inaugurazione della struttura rinnovata: 9 aprile 2003
(inaugurazione IFOM)
Progettazione architettonica: General Planning 
Numero di persone che vi lavorano: attualmente 200 persone,
a regime (Campus IFOM-IEO) circa 600 persone
Slp IFOM: 11.200 mq; Campus IFOM-IEO: 23.200 mq
Slp dedicata ai laboratori di ricerca: IFOM: 6.200 mq;
Campus IFOM-IEO: 12.900 mq 
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Its headquarters opened in 
2003 on the redeveloped 
site of a German pharmaceutical 
company research labs (right).
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wide working tables, computers and tools used by 
researchers working side by side on different 
projects. Also, there is a common facility housing 
state-of-the-art machinery and equipment for use 
by all research teams. IFOM was created to foster 
exchange and knowledge transfer in an Italian 
centre of excellence. It is designed to encourage 
Italian talents who worked abroad to come back 
to the country, and to host foreign researchers. 
Today, it counts on 180 researchers (most under 
40), 25% of which are not Italian. English is their 
official working language. The Institute is still 
evolving: a project is well underway for the 
creation of the IFOM-IEO Campus, that will 
merge the research activities of both Cancer 
Institutes. Hence, the Campus site will be 
enlarged to accommodate as many as 500 
researchers in 30 research teams within the next 
two years. The Campus will also host SEMM, an 
advanced training centre on molecular medicine 
co-founded by various universities and research 
institutions. Today, the Campus already hosts the 
Biopolo research centre, and some training 
programmes for both teachers and students. 
Hence, Milan boasts a key resource: a "research 
city" that combines a quiet study mood with the 
lively presence of young international 
researchers.
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IFOM is an institute specialising in the study 
of cancer formation and growth mechanisms. 
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IFOM Fondazione, FIRC Institute of 
Molecular Oncology, is located in the 
south-east area of Milan, on a site 
formerly occupied by the research 
laboratories of German pharmaceutical 
company Boehringer Ingelheim.

IFOM is a research institute specialising in the 
study of cancer formation and growth 
mechanisms. It was established in 1998 in Milan 
as an independent research programme of FIRC, 
the Italian Cancer Research Foundation. It works 
as a "knowledge incubator" in innovative 
molecular oncology areas. The refurbishment of 
the former Boehringer site started in 1999, and 
the first researchers moved there the year after, 
with the construction site still open. IFOM 
officially opened in April 2003; it has six 
buildings that can accommodate a total of 300 
researchers and include laboratories, offices, 
seminar classrooms, a 200-seat auditorium, a 
library, a canteen and a small residence, for a 
total investment of over 30 million Euros.
The Institute currently has seven large research 
facilities, each equipped with open space labs, 
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One of the laboratories currently hosting 
180 researchers from all over the world.
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“Conoscere Milano”
Guide Urban Center- AIM

• I Luoghi della Trasformazione (2002):
1 Bicocca, Aree ex Marelli – ex Falck, Parco Nord
2 Bovisa, Certosa, Parco delle Cave
3 IULM, Ravizza ex OM, Bocconi
4 Metanopoli, Quartiere Affari di San Donato Milanese

• Il Passante Ferroviario (2003):

• Via Savona, Via Tortona e Dintorni (2003)

• Università, porte aperte alla città (2004)

• Nuovi Luoghi del Lavoro (2004)
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L’Urban Center del Comune di Milano, il primo in Italia,
è stato inaugurato nel 2001 dall’Assessore allo Sviluppo del
Territorio. 
Urban Center, come le altre analoghe strutture europee, ha
l’obiettivo primario di comunicare ai cittadini le grandi
trasformazioni che interessano il loro territorio ed illustrare le
politiche urbanistiche e le forme attuative che l’Amministrazione
comunale mette in atto per realizzarle. Si rivolge inoltre ad un
pubblico esteso, italiano ed internazionale, che comprende
operatori economici di settore e non, studenti, turisti,
amministratori pubblici, ai quali fornisce informazioni e dati
sull’assetto territoriale della città, sulle sue potenzialità evolutive 
e sulle sue eccellenze. 
Urban Center è centro di confronto, dibattito e approfondimento per
le tematiche che riguardano il progetto di sviluppo urbano in tutti i
settori disciplinari che in esso convergono, dall’architettura alla
sociologia, dall’economia alle scienze ambientali. L’attività del
centro si svolge attraverso esposizioni di progetti e realizzazioni,
conferenze, workshop negli spazi in Galleria Vittorio Emanuele, e
con la organizzazione di iniziative sempre finalizzate alla
conoscenza e promozione del territorio, come gli itinerari di visita
tematizzati o l’edizione di dossier. Oltre all’esposizione permanente
della Carta dei luoghi delle trasformazioni, della Carta delle strategie
e delle politiche urbanistiche e di un fotopiano che restituisce una
suggestiva visione aggiornata della città, Urban Center dispone di
un Infopoint, di postazioni informatiche per la consultazione diretta
delle banche dati e cartografiche territoriali e di un sito internet. 

L’Associazione Interessi Metropolitani è un centro culturale
no-profit fondato nel 1987 da un importante gruppo di imprese e
banche milanesi per promuovere ricerche, studi e progetti  con
l’intento di aiutare Milano nel suo sviluppo culturale, sociale ed
economico.
In quindici anni di attività AIM ha pubblicato circa settanta studi, ha
promosso manifestazioni e convegni,  seminari, mostre e corsi con
la partecipazione di migliaia di cittadini. Ha curato progetti speciali
quali la “Rete di Telesoccorso per Anziani”, il “Biopolo Milano”, la
“Mediateca di Santa Teresa”, “Milano per la Multimedialità”,
“Internet Saloon”, il ciclo di visite ai musei “Fuori Orario” e la serie
di itinerari guidati alla scoperta della città in trasformazione
“Conoscere Milano” con Urban Center del Comune di Milano.
Sono Soci dell’AIM (2004): AEM, BANCA INTESA, FALCK,
FONDAZIONE 3M, GRUPPO BANCARIO CREDITO VALTELLINESE,
PIRELLI RE, RCS MEDIA, SCENARI IMMOBILIARI, TELECOM
ITALIA.
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“Conoscere Milano” è un’iniziativa di

Ideata e coordinata da

Con il contributo e la partecipazione di

AIM
Associazione Interessi Metropolitani
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